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TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 

Policy Review Committee 

Meeting Minutes – September 21, 2016 

 

In attendance  

Donna Donahue, Selectboard and Committee member; Victor Nuovo, Laura Asermily, Selectboard 

members; Gary Baker, Committee member; Beth Dow and Chris English, Town staff. 

 

Chris called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Approve Meeting Minutes of September 1, 2016.  Donna moved to approve the minutes of the 

September 1st meeting as presented.  Beth seconded.  Unanimously approved. 

 

Begin Review of Draft Policy on Safe Public Meetings.  Donna reported that she had spoken with 

Selectboard chair Brian Carpenter prior to the meeting to inform him of her intention to suggest that 

the Policy Review Committee decline to address the Safe Public Meetings policy until after the 

Committee had completed its draft revisions to the Town’s Personnel Policy and presented them to 

the Board for consideration.  Donna explained that the Committee has been taken off-task regarding 

the Personnel Policy update several times over the last year by competing priorities, and that she felt 

the revisions to the policy that the Committee is preparing to recommend would cover many of the 

issues that the Safe Public Meetings policy seeks to address. 

 

Laura offered that, when the Public Health and Safety Committee reviewed the draft policy at its 

September 12th meeting, Committee members felt that the policy and related procedure did not 

adequately address what process should be followed when the disruption is being caused by a 

Committee member. 

 

Victor called the draft policy “totally misguided,” stating that the issue of disruption at public 

meetings is simply a “red herring” and that disruptive behavior is not a chronic issue in Middlebury.  

The real issue, he said, was ensuring that everyone is treated as free and equal and that government 

upholds the right of citizens to speak, even if the content is disagreeable.  This, he said, is the basis of 

civil society. 

 

Donna concluded the discussion by adding that, in her opinion, at the heart of the matter is that 

Town officials and employees need to be held to the highest standards. 

 

Following this discussion, the Committee supported Donna’s recommendation to defer its review of 

the draft Policy on Safe Public Meetings until after it had submitted its draft update to the Personnel 

Policy to the Board. 
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Review Chief Hanley’s Feedback Regarding Draft Revisions to Vending Ordinance and Finalize 

Selectboard Recommendation.  The Committee discussed the Chief’s question about whether 

sandwich boards placed on sidewalks outside of businesses would be considered a form of 

commercial advertising under the updated Vending Ordinance.  Committee members agreed that 

sandwich boards are already adequately addressed under the Town’s Zoning regulations and that 

further attempts to incorporate language regarding them into the Vending Ordinance risked creating 

confusion and potential conflict between the two documents.  Tom had also asked whether sidewalk 

planters might be considered a form of solicitation, noting that flags have previously been a point of 

contention among business owners.  The Committee declined to address the issue of planters. 

 

The discussion concluded, the Committee approved the draft revisions to the Vending Ordinance, as 

presented, and agreed to send it back to the Selectboard for further consideration. 

 

Next Steps.  At its next meeting, the Committee will resume its discussion of the Personnel Policy 

with a review of the latest updates to the VLCT’s model policy.  The next meeting of the Policy Review 

Committee will be on Friday, September 30th @ 8:00 a.m. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 a.m. 

 

 

Submitted by: 

Chris English 

Assistant Town Manager 


